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WORDS ON
WILDERNESS
THE NEWSLETTER OF THE WILDERNESS STUDIES AND INFORMATION CENTER
Rm 207 Forestry Bldg, U of AIT, 59812, (243-5381).

Editor, Mark Hamilton

Acting Director, Ken Wall.

OUR COMMON FUTURE HIGHLIGHTS 4TH WORLD CONFERENCE

by Mary Beth Hennessy

through long-range planning and prac
tices.

The Fourth World Wilderness Congress
convened in Coloredo this pest September
end discussed current problems feeing the
wilderness
preservetion
movement.
Representatives from 55 countries—
educetors, scientists, governments! end
nongovernments! organizations, business
people, bankers end edvocetes—presented
a variety of perspectives over en eight
day period. This global interaction gave
the conference its unique character and
significance.

Reports from different countries, each
with their own set of problems and
factors, made participants more aware of
present imperatives. The depletion of rain
forests In South and Central America, the
declining production and severe droughts
affecting Botswana, the social disruption
and economic change caused by in
creased tourism in the Himalaya's and the
conflicts of interest between the preser
vationists and the indigenous populations'
requirements for subsistance living, all
pointed to the need for immediate change.
To achieve these changes through
sustainable development multi-lateral co
operation by the international institutions
of business, politics, education and
science is essential.

Mrs. Qro Harlem Brundtlen—Norway's
first politician to move from the Environ
ment Ministry to Prime Minister—was
chosen In 1963 by the United Nations to
lead a commission formulating a 'global
agenda for change'. The final report of
this commission. Our Common Future, set
the tone and provided the framework for
much of the conference. The concept of
sustainable development, a critical ele
ment of the report was at the forefront of
discussion
Sustainable development requires a new
approach to economic progress and
technological advancement. It demands
that environmental effects be considered
primary in the activities of economic
development Prime Minister Brundtlen
expressed It clearly in these terms.
"Development cannot subsist upon a
deteriorating environmental base; the
environment cannot be protected when
growth leaves out of account the costs of
environmental
destruction.
These
problems cannot be treated separately by
fragmented Institutions and policies. They
are linked in a complex system of cause
end effect."
The developing nations face tremen
dous pressures to over-exploit their
environmental resource base since tradi
tional economics has always viewed
prosperity as being echleveable by those
methods Over-exploitation, however, is
short-sighted and risks future prosperity
with its irreversible damage. The concept
of sustainable development is a code of
action that would help achieve prosperity

ITEM —
DAM THE BADGER?
by Bob Vetter

—

The conference was therefore a sig
nificant step in bringing diverse groups
together. By the end of the week 50
resolutions were proposed in an attempt
to provide conclusive direction. Among
these, the most progressive proposal was
to establish an International Conservation
Banking Program or Facility. The idea,
originating from Our Common Future, is to
"provide loans and facilitate joint financing
arrangemnts for the development and
protection of critical habitats and ecosys
tems, including those of international
significance, supplementing efforts by
bi-lateral
aid agencies, multi-lateral
finance institutions, and commercial
banks."
The first successful application of this
program occured this summer with a
debt-for-land swap betweeen Bolivia and
(Continued p.6)

WILDERNESS LEGISLATION?

Senator John Melcher has been busy
drafting a bill to provide for his idea of
the
proper
management
of
the
Badger/Two Medicine Area. He figures it
should be incorporated into the already
controversial Lewis and Clark National
Forest Lend and Resource Management
Plan, which would remove it from
Inclusion In the National Wilderness
Preservation System. In effect he would
remove It from the protection of the
Congress, prohibiting further judicial ac
tion pertaining to its management
The bill would allow increased timber
harvesting, extensive oil and gas develop
ment end V-s report on the costs end
In This Issue:
- History of the Rattlesnake Valley by Forrest H. Poe
- A Call for Papers!!
- Art Work by M. Moore end Beck Clueckert
- Two Medicine Days by Bob Vetter

feasibility of constructing such [a] dam
and reservoir—* at Badger Canyon.
Pat Williams. Congressional Repre
sentative, has stated that he has received
more support from his constituents for
maintaining wilderness on the Rocky
Mountain Front than on any other issue.
The Badger/Two Medicine is a prime
natural area on the Front part of which is
already proposed for Wilderness Study in
Senator Baucus' Wilderness Bill.
Traditional Biackfeet have also claimed
religious rights to this land. It is their last
"stronghold* for the practice of traditional
ceremonies. Most of the 17 affidavits filed
in the Traditionalist's appeal of a previous
Forest Plan refer to the Badger Canyon
and to Its spiritual significance.
In 1972. the Biackfeet Tribal Council
passed a resolution declaring the entire
Badger/Two Medicine area as "sacred
ground* in an effort to protect it from
destructive activities. It seems incon
gruous that Earl Old Person, present
Chairman of the Biackfeet Council is now
(Continued p.2)

(Dam T he B a d g e r? fro m o . l )
considering the flooding of this important
area, and is working with Senator Melcher
to gain revenues for the tribe from timber
harvesting and oil and gas development.
The people of Montana and the
Blackfeet Nation have spoken out loudly
for the protection of the Badger/Two
Medicine on the Rocky Mountain Front.
Dam the Badger. John?

WILDERNESS: The Decision Is Ours
It's easy to take the mountains and
forests of Montana for granted. Stepping
out the front door or driving down the
road they're always there, unchanged; and
they always will be, right?
Most undeveloped forest land in
Montana, around six million acres, has
been protected through the RARE II
process. The current legislation will soon
decide what will remain, and what will be
released for development. We know we
can't make more wilderness once It is
gone, all we can do now Is to save a part
of what remains. What we decide today
will determine what is left tomorrow. This
may be our last chance to make a
difference.
Representative Williams' H.R. 2090
Wilderness bill, which recently passed In
the House, protects a mere 1.4 million
acres of the total 6 million, releasing 4
million acres to developmental interests. It
was hotly contested in the sub
committees and barely made it through
with the 1.4 million acres intact.
Senator Baucus' bill, S. 1478, which is
similar in amounts of acreage it would
protect as wilderness. Is now in the
beginning stages of Congressional review.
In some aspects, such as In the
recognition of Blackfeet religious rights to
the 8adger/Two Medicine area. Baucus
has taken a bold stand, but many feel
protecting such a small percentage of
what remains is not nearly enough.
Senator Melcher has drafted a bill that
might dam-i Badger Canyon, opening the
Rocky Mountain Front to full, seemingly

unheeded development and oil and gas
drilling, while Representative Marlenee has
declared that he will seek a Presidential
veto on any bill protecting the Front.
My question is this.
represented here?

Who is being

Many of us have an intense respect for
these wild places, and a relationship with
them that makes us who we are. It Is up
to us to see that the fate of the land is
decided by a Congress which is fully
aware of grassroot feelings and opinions.
Only then can they produce legislation In
the best interests of the people. This is
our decision, let's take part in it.
We can make the difference. Senator
Dale Bumpers Is the Chairman of the
sub-committee now reviewing Baucus'
bill. Write to him, as well as Senators
Baucus and Melcher at: U.S. Senate,
Washington, DC 20510. Representatives
Williams and Marlenee at: U.S. House of
Representatives, Washington DC 20515.
Let's not make the mistake of taking
this land for granted.

Wilderness Management From A
Backcountry Worker's Perspective
by Kari Gunderson and Joseph Flood

Simply put we are caretakers, for a
short time in the lifespan of the Mission
Mountain Wilderness Area. Under contract
with the Forest Service, we provide trail
opening and wilderness ranger services
consisting of site naturalization, backcountry clean-up, visitor contact, educa
tion and data collection.
We like to
envision a day when there will no longer
be a need for 'wilderness rangers'—that
wilderness users will assume respon
sibility for their actions and impact on
wildlands. We are optimistic, through
visitor contact and education, that users
will develop an ethical consideration for
wilderness. A great number of people
view wilderness as their recreational
playground for fishing, hunting and other
consumptive uses. In reality this is only a
secondary consideration. Review of the

Wilderness Act points out that tha area
should be managed to maintain Its wild
characteristics as the top priority. We ask:
can our society learn to appreciate and
accept the intrinsic value of wilderness?
Often recreational use Is compatible
with wilderness. It is our responsibility at
wilderness rangers to teach the wilder
ness users the importance of keeping tha
wild in wilderness. We work cooperatively
with the Confederated Sallsh and Kootenai
Tribal Wildland Recreation Department to
manage both the east and west slopes of
the Mission Mountains as ONE WILDER
NESS ECOSYSTEM irregardless of political
boundaries. We believe that education
provides the best long-term paybacks in
protecting and preserving our wildlands
so we make every effort both inside and
outsida of wilderness to explain and
provide sound ratlnale for minimizing
human impacts. Over the past three years
we have initiated campsite rehabilitation
projects at several favorite but overused
scenic lakes in the Missions. Efforts aim at
reducing barren core and loss of
vegetative ground cover. Between talking
with visitors and the placing of signs to
explain the recovery process, we've had
remarkable results with public support and
vegetative regrowth.
As rangers, well never eliminate human
impacts, but wa hope to prevent further
deterioration from occurring.
Wa ve
gained the reputation on the Flathead
National Forest as being 'wilderness
purists* due to our fastidious attitude
towards low impact camping principles
and our positive role modeling within
wilderness. We strongly encourage the
complete dismantling of fire rings at all
campsites at all elevations. Otherwise,
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fire rings turn into garbege dumps. If ■
people learn trace-camping practles early
on. chances are much better they'll also
carry these concepts into the fragile, high j
alpine country.
We believe in developing, through the
laws of reciprocity, e sensitivity to the
land. On occasion, we remind ourselves j
that we're only caretakers, not owners o
these Mission Mountains which will "** |
on long after we are gone.

,
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the site of e proposed exploratory oil well,
American Petroftna's symbol of its suc
cessful encroachment on paradise. A
monument to progress or greed gazing in
anticipation across the two short miles to
Glacier National Park.

TW O MEDICINE DAYS

by Bob Yetter

it never got dark that first July night
out on the Rocky Mountain Front I slept
atop the Continental Divide, a warm west
breeze flowing across the grassy meadow
Just below the mountain called Elk Calf.
The sun lingered In its setting, silhouet
ting the peaks of Glacier Park long into
the evening. I woke once In the deep of
the night to a coyote's howl, saw the Just
full moon cutting its course In the sky.
Then the sun was back, shimmering in the
early east and Two Medicine Ridge rose
up In the distance like a long island in a
sea of trees.
A few miles south, while stopped for
lunch. Chip caught a glimpse of a grizzly
bear through his binoculars as It
disappeared behind a ridge. A golden
eagle, henging motionless in the wind Just
ebove and behind us, called once then
silently sailed west and out of sight.

It's a rare day that's warm enough to
swim Badger Creek, but by mid-day we
were at the falls, jumping from its heights
into the deep blue below. As I sat drying
and warming In the sun, i found myself
thinking about this piece of land: a land
called sacred by the Blackfeet; called
home by the grizzly, the elk, the eagle; a
land I cannot even label, much less place
a value on. I thought about how long
these mountains and valleys had gone
unchanged, and I wondered how much
longer this and all the other wild places
on the Front and elsewhere, would remain
as they are, wild and pure and unchanged.
Just west of the divide the Skyland area
has already been roaded, scarred with
clearcut The choice trees taken, others
still smolder in piles of slash. Two
Medicine Ridge has been chosen for a
prescribed bum, something about helping
cattle and elk that I don't quite
understand, but down go 900 acres of
living trees, plus or minus a few
accidental wildfires, and in go the always
seemingly necessary roads. At the north
end of that ridge. Just above Hall Creek, is

In the heart of the Badger/Two
Medicine, just a few miles from the Bob
Marshall Wilderness, stands Goat Moun
tain. Chevron USA's Badger Creek Federal
number something-or-other wellsite is
proposed for a spot some 6000 feet up
this mountain's side. It's going to take
many miles of new roed to cut to the
heart of the largest roadless area left on
the Front Maybe they'll want to run 14
miles or so up the length of the Two
Medicine River, or cut through the gorge
called Badger Canyon. I don't think they've
decided y e t and I'm not so sure it really
matters wha: particular route they may
want to pick at first because if it goes
that will be the end of it all, anyway.
I've seen Forest Service maps proposing
22 other exploratory wellsites to be
shoved up on most every other stream In
the place, and I'm having trouble
understanding the logic of it all.
If
everything goes well there should be
somewhere around four permanent jobs
created, and two or three weeks supply of
oil and gas for the entire country.
People ere fighting on the other side of
the globe as you read this, fighting for oil
we're selling to Japan and other countries.
People are fighting here too. and that's
why most of this destruction hasn't
happened yet That's why when you're
hiking in Glacier National Park you don't
see oil rigs on Two Medicine Ridge, but
rather the trees are still there sheltering
wildlife. And that's why you can still go up
there at a certain time, to just the right
place, and see that sometimes it really
doesn't get dark all night aa

It was windy and coot when we made
the top of 6000 foot Bullshoe Mountain;
the land dropped sharply on all sides
except for the way we'd just come. I
crawled out to a point of rock splashed
white, a lookout more frequented by large
winged predators than human hikers. Goat
Mountain stood tall behind Running Owl.
Feather Woman, Uttle Plume. Morning Star
and the other peaks of the southern
Badger area filled a view that included the
9300 foot Rocky Mountain Peak some
thirty miles to the south. I saw a cow elk
disappear into a thicket a few yards away.
I followed, downwind and silent only to
find myself immediately In the open again,
looking down a steep drop with no trail
and no elk.
We left the divide then, stepping our
way through the network of springs end
small streems that teed the north fork of
Badger Creek, and eventually the Missouri
River. We stopped a few times to taste
the sweet tiny pools too inviting to pass
up. Dusk found us at the forks of Badger
Creek, a special place, end we slept herd
on the day's miles.

by Zeiagry
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contractor who later lived 10 miles up the
Rattlesnake Valley. In the process of
quarrying the stone they had to kill eight
rattlesnakes, seven In one den. I also
remember a woman was bitten In the
hand while weeding her gorden on Vine
Street. A few rattlesnakes have been sited
in the lower valley in recent years.

RATTLESNAKE VALLEY HISTORY, #1

by Forrest H. Poe

Forrest H. Poe wes born and raised on a
homestead along the Rattlesnake. Many
of you know the site as Poe Meadow,
about four miles from the trailhead of
the Rattlesnake Recreational Area and
Wilderness. He was there twenty-nine
years, haying, fishing, hunting and farming.
He and his wife spent their first happy
years along its wonderful watershed with
the wildlife and rumbling peaks, full
growth trees and its people. Forrest is a
dedicated man with a purpose to preserve
an important natural resource. This is the
first in a planned series of articles on the
Rattlesnake.
information came from many sources.
Much was passed down from older
residents of the Valley to Forrest' some
came from printed sources such as the
Missoulian Publishing Co., the Court House
files. Lend Office files. Forest Service files,
and old-time Missoula residents such as
Will Cave, Bill Sheri, Mrs. T. L Greenough,
et al.

Recorded History Before 1806
There Is no history of the white man's
involvement in Missoula and the Rattle
snake Valley before Captain M. Lewis and
his party camped near the junction of the
Rattlesnake Creek and the (Missoula) Clark
Fork River in 1806. However, 50 years
later, trappers, fur traders, prospectors,
and gold seekers were here and traveling
westward looking for new opportunities.

Part of the Creek channel was once
split off from the main stream where East
Broadway and East Pine are now, flowing
west a little bit south of where East Front
Street is. That area, bounded on the north
by the channel and on the south by the
Missoula River and east by the main
Rattlesnake Creek, was called the Island.

"Coastal Redwoods, i l " by U. Moore

Many other human bones and artifacts
were found in the Valley but were never
recorded or examined by qualified ex
aminers. My parents and my brothers and
I found many Indian-made arrowheads
when cultivating the land for gardening,
etc. Some were in good condition, and
some had been broken as if by use. Some
of our neighbors told of finding pieces of
human skulls and bones when digging or
disturbing the soil. Probebly none of these
were ever recorded by anthropologists or
people who really examined them.

Records of uncovered and dislocated
Indian graves and artifacts tend to prove
the area had been inhabited for many
years before the white man entered the
Rattlesnake Velley. One such Indian grave
was found on the west bank of
Rattlesnake Creek two or three miles
upstream from Its confluence with the
Missoula River.

Will Cane, an early Missoula resident
told me about a grave marker which was
once located east of the Rattlesnake
Creek under where the railroad bed is
now. He said it was carved wood and
gave an initial and last name and said,
'died from rattlesnake bite.* I do not
remember the name or date of the man's
burial marker, but it was before 1860. As
far as I know or have heard, that could be
how the creek became known as
Rattlesnake Creek.

In May. 1972. a boyscout biking in the
area found a skull from a human grave
which had been disturbed by the craw of
men and machinery digging a new pipe
line ditch from the Rattlesnake Oam to the
reservoir on Waterworks Hill, north of the
city. He notified the Missoula Sheriffs
Office which did some recovery work,
then turned It over to the University of
Montana to evaluate.
Details and
conclusion of the findings are on file at
the
U
of
M,
Mansfield
Library
(Contributions to Anthropology. #4 by
Susan Sharroch. p. 77. *Rattlesnake Burial.*
S. 913.786. M 44 A-C #4). Or. Taylor and
Or. Malouf. Dept, of Anthropology. U of M,
both helped evaluate the findings.

Before the turn of the century there
were quite a few rattlesnakes in the
Mount Jumbo area. About 1896 my father
and his brother. Mark Poe, took a job
quarrying rock from the side of Mount
Jumbo to be used as building stone in the
construction of the Donahue Building at
the northwest comer of the Main Street
and Higgins Avenue intersection. It was a
three-story building housing the Donahue
store at ground-floor level and offices on
the two upper floors The first story walls
were of stones from Jumbo hauled to the
site by Joseph Longly. a Teamster
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When Higgins and Worden built their
first grist and saw mills on the bank of
the Clark Fork River at Its junction with
the Rattlesnake north stream channel, they
diverted water from the stream to their
mills for cleaning and drinking use. The
Clark Fork River furnished the necessary
current to turn the peddle wheel for
power. It was at this time that the
Rattlesnake stream bed became known as
the Higgins Mill Ditch.
The first water supply enterprise in
Missoula consisted of two young men,
one-eyed Riley and his Indian boy partner.
They acquired a cart, a mill, two barrels,
jugs and buckets and started a water
hauling business to the few houses that
existed In Missoula in the 1860 decade.
After steamboat traffic on the Missis
sippi and Missouri Rivers Increased and
shipping routes to Fort Benton became
established,
more
people
moved
westward. Many men and some families
came for new lands and opportunities of
all sorts. Some came to avoid the Civil
War among the states. News of gold
strikes In California, Oregon and Montana
territories also increased the westward
flow of people with pioneer spirits. As
Missoula grew so did the need for
domestic water. As the settlers began to
occupy the nearby valley, so too did the
need increase for irrigation water.
In 1870 and 1871 Higgins and Worden,
an evergrowing enterprise, began looking
hard at the Rattlesnake Creek as a source
of water for the growing community. They
constructed a ditch upstream of Missoula
to divert the water to a reservoir on what
Is known as Waterworks Hill. From there,
they distributed water to homes by means
of wooden flumes, hollowed out logs and
open ditches. In this north winter climate,
the need for a burled pipe system became
very evident
Shipped in 10 foot lengths, hardwood
logs with two-inch holes bored through
their centers from end-to-end and capped
with copper outfitting! were shipped in by
railroad after 1883 to create an under
ground water system. At that time the
town was still known as Missoula MISS.
Later the "Mills' of the name was dropped.
(Continued p.S)

(Rattlesnake from p.4)
The town had grown rathar rapidly after
the Mullen Trail waa established In 1860
by Captain Mullen. Water rights had been
filed at the Land Office for varioua
amounts of water from the Rattlesnake
Creek to irrigate agricultural land as well
as to supply the demands made by the
expanding number of city dwellers. Some
early filings were recorded prior to 1870.
During the Civil War, many men had
moved west to avoid the strife. The Civil
War caused brother to fight brother—
found fathers and sons on opposite sides.
After the war many ax-soldiers came
West to new frontiers, especially from the
defeated southern armys. These financially
strappad men without Jobs or money,
their homes having been destroyed, were
looking for new opportunities. Many took
Indian wives and started new families.
Some filed for homestead land and water
rights.
Sometime between 1884 and 1900 the
Higgins and Worden enterprise sold their
Missoula Water Company to the Missoula
Mercantile Company. Many of the old curb
boxes In the main part of town on either
side of Higgins therefore had the
Mercentile name stamped into the Iron.
Lamar Jones and Scotty Moffat told me
that near the turn of the century or
slightly before, W. A. Clark of Butte was
expanding his empire and acquired the
water system to compliment the electric
system he already owned.

The Beginning Of A Homestead
My father, Fred W. Poe, was a member
of the craw that built the first electric line
from Mllttown to Missoula in about 1896.
Henry Worden who later started Worden's
Market was also a member of that crew of
which Max Hebgen was the foreman. Later
a dam near Ennla, Montana was named
after him; also the lake Is called Hebgen
Lake. A man named Christenson worked
there and atayed on with the company
and later became Mlssoule division
manager of Montana Power Company.
My father later worked for the meat
pecking and butcher firm of Dally and
Walsh, now known as John R. Dally & Co.
Ded took two of John R. Daily's horses
Into the army with him when he enlisted
in the Cavalry during the SpanishAmerican War of 1898, after which Cuba
became a protectorate of the U.S for
several years.
When the war ended he returned to
Missoula and was employed as an
assistant state timber scaler under Frank
Toes He traveled to wherever there was a
sale of state timber. In 1900 he was
working In the Nine Mile area. There was
an epidemic of thyphoid fever In the
logging camp, and he became a victim
and spent some time In the original S t
Patrick Hospital That fa ll he bought out
squatters' rights to the land and buildings

of a place eight miles up the Rattlesnake
where Poe meadows are.
The property had a fairly new house of
hewed logs, shake roof and brick chimney.
A log building which had been used by
the Qreenough's tie headquarters as
cookhouse and bunkhouse was being used
as a horse bam and storage shed for feed
and grain. There was also a horse bam
and storage shed for additional feed and
grain, and a chicken house and hay shed.
A couple acres of land had been cleared
of stumps and brush and had been
ploughed, but most of it was covered with
stumps from the logging and wood
cutting of previous owners.
John Fraser had lived there a few years
before. He had planted some fruit trees
and had filed a water claim on Fraser
Creek In about 1894. Mr. Fraser was
known as 'Apple Seed John of the
Rattlesnake Valley.* Whenever he lived on
a piece of land, he would plant some fruit
trees and strawberries and create an
irrigation system for the small orchard of
about 20 to 30 trees. Usually these small
orchards included some sweet cherry, pie
cherry, plum and apple trees, plus
raspberry bushes and a small garden area.
It appears that some of the Rattlesnake
tributary streams in the upper valley were
named for the man who filed the first
water right on each of them, such as
Fraser Creek. Pilcher Creek, and Beeskove
Creek.
When the final land survey was
completed in 1906. all sections of land

along the township line of T 14 N. and
Range 18 W. were a few feet short of
being a square mile, thus the 630 acre
sections Instead of 640 acre sections.
In the summer of 1906 the geodetic
land survey was finished In the yet
unsurveyed upper part of the Rattlesnake
Valley. Until that official survey, the people
who lived in part of the valley north of
the township line between T. 13 and
Township 14 did not know the correct
legal description of their properties. After
the survey was completed, the Northern
Pacific Railroad Company began Issuing
ejection notices to all occupants of
odd-numbered sections of land In that
area. The NPRR Co. was a land grant
railroad and had been given all the
odd-numbered sections of land for 25
miles on each side of the reilroad tracks'
right of way. My father's place was one of
those that turned out to be on railroad
land.
After 11 years of court battles and
lawyer's fees, he wound up buying the
land, the whole section, from the company
at the maximum fee set by Congress at
the time the land grant was issued. In
other words, he had to buy 630 acres to
get the 170 acres he wanted. The other
460 acres were part of a mountain too
rocky and too steep for any domestic
stock to graze on.
Many other people, not only In the
Rattlesnake, found themselves In trouble
after the survey because they were on
railroad land. Some lost their homes;
some were able to purchase or trade for
ownership. ■

Computer Search from Wilderness Studies and Information Center
$10.00 per hour 8 am to 5 pm _
$5.00 per hour after 5 pm _ e x t 5361
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seem to be leading us to seif-destruction
In many ways. Caught between economic
oppression and economic survival the
third-world cultures and the biotic
communltltes Involved have very little, if
any, say in the matter. It Is not towards
them that these actions are responding,
but rather it is the first-world's problems
that we are confronting.

(Our Common Future from p.l)
an organization called Conservation Inter
national. Over 4 million acres of forest
and grassland in the Amazonian lowlands
of the Beni River were committed to
protection in exchange for a $650,000
debt relief. The hope of more such swaps
as well as an attempt
to instill
environmental ethics in the consideration
of developmental lending is the intent of
the Banking Program.

The small rural community on the front
range of the rockies threatened with the
loss of wilderness to oil companies; the
foothill communities of the Sierra Nevada
threatened with the loss of a free-flowing
river for the production of electricity, are
voices only occassionaly heeded. It Is
here, where lives are close to the earth,
that the fragile complexity is most
urgently felt.

To realize that the wilderness move
ment has now stepped
into
the
mainstream of global politics, bringing the
attention and power of bankers, business
people and politicians to bear upon
problems such as the Third World debt
through environmentally oriented trans
actions is reason for applaud as well as
for skepticism.
As Professor Raymond Dassman, UC
Santa Cruz, California, stated, 'Beware of
bankers bearing gifts.* His comment met
with both applause and laughter, further
indicated the sense of cautious watch
fulness emerging as the implications and
ramifications of this marriage between
traditional foes developed.
Inveterate voices of the wilderness
movement were also present, evidencing
their concerns with updates on the latest
research in acid rain studies, over
population, over-consumption, wilderness
management practices, global climatic
changes and continued allocations of
protected lands. The more traditional
voices of the
movement
provided
provocation and reminders that we still
need to solve these basic problems, also.

New directions and old ways are
equally important.
The spirit of the
conference gave energy to the cause,
evoked awareness, challenge and hope.
For many It was an affirmation that the
wilderness movement is alive and grow
ing. Yet much more work remains.
The following Missoulians attended the
4th World Wilderness Congress and had
their own opinions and impressions of the
event.
Steven Holloway, a Graduate Student in
Geography, felt the most important part of
the conference for him was the United
Nations Commission, responsible for the
important merger of economy and ecol
ogy. He was particularly impressed with
the Prime Minister. Mrs. Brundtland who
spoke to the audience in a genuine and
real manner.
He was moved by the resolutions and
considered them an exciting part of the
conference although he believes their only
value was to influence people on a
personal level. He believes sustainable
development is possible, but he's not
optimistic. He was generally disallusioned
by the
governmental
organizations
represented, finding himself bored and

angry In listening to them. His hope is in
the nongovernmental approach.
Professor Birch, Philosophy Department,
U of M. a speaker at the conference saw
it as being very western and imperialistic.
At first glance the idea of the Nature for
Debt swaps seemed like a good idea, but
he now thinks It disregards the subsis
tence dwellers and dislocates the Indigenuos population. He believes the idea
may backfire since preserves are elitist
and do not focus on the human-nature
relationship.

To Ken Wall, Acting Director of the
Wilderness Institute, U of M. the con
ference offered avenues of greater
awareness as one tends to get myopic
and not see the other issues that are also
Important. For instance, he talked of the
Indian delegation that argued amoungst
themselves whether a 5.000 year old
desert in their own country was natural or
man-caused and if it should be wilderness
or n o t He feels the economic considera
tions are the most usual frictive aspects
of these issues.
Professor McCool. School of Forestry, U
of M. thought the conference a basic
demonstration of global human involve
ment and concern with significant en
vironmental problems and practices. He
feels that It showed the interest and
committment for progressive global inter
actons and the need for the ennactment
of sustainable development concepts.
He feels there is a real need to look at
development in a positive way, to alter
the way we do things and to be more
sensitive in how we do things. Sustain
able development implies no more
boom/bust economic activity. It implies,
instead, the recognition of the legitimacy
of preservation and the stabilizing of our
economics. He sees the mixure of
activists, managers and scientists as very
important as an eretention of basic moral
considerations to the biotic community.

We, as the species homo-sapians, will
probably not survive If our pace of
destruction continues. As Chief Joseph
pointed out to us over a hundred years
ago as he reluctantly signed the treaty to
give up his land, *What man does to the
earth, he does to himself.'
I for one will not be part of exploitive
destruction because I believe in working
for the earth until the end. I believe there
is hope that the human species can yet
more naturally evolve to learn tha
language of the earth, to listen and to live
in a humble accord by taking only what is
needed. Perhaps, then, on a shared planet
we will survive.

CROSSROADS; A Slide Presentation
The slide presentation 'CROSSROADS*
puts the Clark Fork Coalitions' efforts into
perspective. With a membership of 54
organizations and businesses and over
500 individual members the coalition is a
basin wide organization. From the head
waters of the Silver Bow Creek, Montana
to Idaho's largest lake, lake Pend Oreille
and beyond to the mighty Columbia and
the Pacific, the basin affects the lives of a
great
many
people.
The
coalition
represents a variety of interests from
economic development to sportsman’s
clubs. The 30 minute presentation il
lustrates how we got where we are today
and what the future may hold. The
choices are ours.
Involved now in such issues as the
Superfund cleanup, forest and mining
practices and sewage disposal, the slide
presentation of the CFC 'Crossroads For A
Troubled River System* is well worth
seeing for it relates to so many of the
things affecting our lives and the future.
For more information contact: Clark
Fork Coalition. PO Box 7593, Missoula. MT
59807 (406-542-0539).
Support the Rattlesnake Corridor*!

Unfortunatiey the greed and short
sightedness of the first-w orld cultures
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Walk for Water!!

Voice the Future.
Speak Out for Water.
Speak Out for Montana.
Special M id-Year Issue W ill Focus On W ater and W ater Quality.
Fish, Eagles and Our Survival into the 22nd CenturyRock Creek? Clark Fork? Bitterroot?
Blackfoot? Prickly Pear Creek?
The Front? The Bob Marshall?
Heap-Leach Minina? Oil and Gas Drilling?
'Rivers At The Top Of The World
Restoration Techniques? Fair Use And A Land Ethic?

Fisheries? Ground W ater Seepage?
Rights Of Wildlife?

Soil Compaction?

Protection Of Migratory Herds?

Wild and Scenic Rivers? Regulations and Monitoring?
Articles, Research, Observations and Opinions Needed!

illustrations by Beverly Beck Glueckert

Deadline has been advanced to Feb. 15, 1988.
Some peer editing is
available; please leave yourself enough time for review. W e are
non-advocacy ASUM publication. Contact Mark Hamilton at W SIC, x5361.

Wild Events

Timber Harvesting Along Watersheds?
Tropical Forest Logging Curtailed
by Mark Hamilton
This past summer, a collaborative
logging proiect between Nicaraguan and
Costa Rican entrepreneurs was cancelled
by order ot Nicaraguan President Denial
Ortega. The timber harvest of 300,000
cubic maters would have Included soma
of the last stands of triple canopy rain
forest. Cantered along the San Juan River
and Its tributaries, the valuable, exotic
hardwoods shatter rare species of wildlife
and plant growth.
Ecologists organized as the Association
of Biologists and Ecologists of Nicaragua
had submitted a detailed study of the
area. It seams as If their analysis and
recommendations ware heeded by the
Nicaraguan leadership. What seams to
have swayed the decision from the
consideration of capital gain was a
persuasive argument for preservation of
Latin American heritage.
Plans for the protection of this stretch
of unique jungle ecosystem include its
being sot aside as a 'peace preserve.*
Long-term planning will hopefully deter
mine Its entire watershed, along the San
Juan River, as an International biosphere
reserve, part of the United Nations'.
UNESCO Program.

Dec 4-6

29th Annual Convention Montana Wilderness Association, Colonial Inn,
Helena 1-800-528-1234

Jan. 6

Wilderness Lecture Series: John Gatchell "What's Next in the Montana
Wilderness Bill Process?"

Jan. 13

Wilderness Lecture Series: Peter Nielson "Water and Fisheries, Clark
Fork Coalition." Possible Alternate.

Jan. 20

Wilderness Lecture Series: Mr. Manlz "Tropical Rain Forest*

Jan. 27

Wilderness Lecture Series: Bishop, Varley and others "Wolf Recovery*

Feb. & Mar.

Additional Wilderness Series Lectures: Posted as Confirmed.

Apr. 13

"Graduate Student Development Day* at the UC. A Social Science
Division Annual Event Prepare!

Support the Can & Bottle Bill Campaign for a Cleaner Montana.
DATE: BEGIN SEPT. 22. 1987 FROM: TIM CLARK TO: FELLOW ECONET USERS
President Northern Rockies Conservation Cooperative User ID: tclark
_ the implementation phase of the policy process can be the most important—that Is
where real policy is made. Thus the policy process is most often complex, interactive,
continuous, ongoing, and dynamic. As Ron Brunner (Policy Scientist at Univ. Colov
Boulder) notes: "There are multiple decision points (in the policy process): the distribution
of influence is not fixed, but depends upon how resources are used to affect these
decisions.*
Errata: In our O ctober issu e w e erred. The *300 d e g r e e s in Bruce Schliemaiui's article
title d 9Phytoavail able Trace Metals Along The P ric k ly Pear Creek Flood P lain,'' should
have read "30 degrees."
Copyright J987 by Words On Wilderness. All rights remain w ith th e authors and artists.
Reproduction w ithout permission is prohibited.

(information —
Bert Pfeiffer
Professor Emeritus, EVST.)
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GREENPEACE'S WEEKLY NATIONAL NEWSLETTER
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* NORTH SEA. EUROPE—The ocean incineration industry Is reeling from repeated OP
actions, fishermen protests, and grassroots opposition against Waste Management's
incinerator ship, Vuicanus II, In the North Sea. Throughout the year, the Vulcanus II has
been the subject of numerous attempted blockades banner hangings and boardings. Most
recently, OP tracked Vulcanus II from Spain, where the vessel loaded toxic waste, to the
North Sea. where the vessel attempted to bum i t After loading the waste in France, the
ship illegally brought Spain's and France's toxic wastes into Antwerp Harbor, Belgium,
where the ship loaded additional wastes.
* ’^ SHl NHT° N'.K C“ ? e T r ' ^ e m y of Sclences (NAS> ,o d ,V re'8« e d Its long
e s udy on e sa ety ° t e
s reactors at Hanford and Savannah River Plants.
i * |U V C, f 8 V f 8S 1 8t 1 8 DOE and ,ts contractors have been Irresponsible In
analyzing and resolving severe problems at the reactors. While the Academy stopped
short of calling for the closure of all reactors at Hanford and SRP, a conclusion they said
was not In their purview, their charges of Inadequate safety at DOE facilities will a o a
innn m in fnaiinn np-t n.mn.inn
_ ___
. ,
i go a
long way in fueling OP'S campaign to shut down DOE production reactors.

A**1 Opposition C ontrol -------------- ----------------- —

j

The committee recognized that the reduction of acid deposition will reduce the Incident
of air pollution-related disease, halt the Increase In damage to forests, watersheds, lakes
and wildlife and help clear the visibility problem plaguing many national parks

*T. 1

The bill sets a goal of reducing national emissions of sulfur dioxide (S02) by 12 million
tons by the year 2000 (from 1980 levels),

,
Is youl

Sierra Club National News Report 2:11 pm Aug 13. 1987
IN BRIEF
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^
,h#, ,ndustry dl3posad 0( moro
300 million metric tons of
hazardous waste last year—an Increase of some 30 million tons over the last five years
Yet the federal government spends less than 1% of its environmental budget on waste
reduction
. . .
...
,
.
Acid ram and E lectricity Conservation, a major study released last month has found
.
„
. '
. ,
,
„ ....
.
...
that energy conservation can substantially reduce emissions that cause add rain
and
save billions of dollars in acid rain clean-up costs.
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RESTORING THE EARTH - 1988
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Bradley, Roth Introduce Senate Wilderness Bill . . .

The first national gathering to consider the restoration of all natural resource types and
the redesign of urban areas will be held on January 13-16 at the University of California,
Berkeley. The conference is organized by the Restoring the Earth project of the Tides
Foundation, San Francisco, and cosponsored both by the College of Natural Resources and
the Center for Environmental Design Research of the University of California, Berkeley.
Proceedings will be published and distributed by the Center. The conference will bring
experts in natural resource restoration and management together with a broad selection
of academic, government industry, foundation, labor, public health, and environmental
representatives; further the exchange of scientific informatioln on restoration; and present
the accomplishments and capabilities of restoration techniques In resource management
and planning.

With eloquent statements, senators William Roth (R-DE) and Bill Bradley (0-NJ)
Introduced legislation Oct. 21 that would designate as wilderness the coastal plain of the
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR). The bill, S. 1804, Is similar to Rep. Morris Udall s
(D-AZ) H.R. 39, which now enjoys the support of 96 cosponsors (see list, page 2).
"(The Arctic refuge] Is an area of fantastic ecological importance.* says Bradley. "At
stake Is far more than the fabled Porcupine caribou herd . . . The coastal plain Is also
vital to polar bears, grizzly bears, wolverines, and muskoxen, the survivors of the Ice Age
• ■ I've heard repeatedly that oil development and wildlife can be compatible. However,
wilderness is a quality that transcends the particular habitat and statistics of any species
■ . . wilderness Is the essential of ANWR and wilderness Is Incompatible with development.*

Topics to be covered include restoration of coastal ecosystems and estuaries; rivers and
lakes; streams and fisheries; rangelands, prairies, mined lands, forests and wildlife;
atmosphere and climate; dry lands and agricultural lands; urban environmental planning;
and control of toxic wastes.

The one-to-five odds of finding oil, and the added fact that oil found would not be
enough to last more than a few months, demonstrate that we must leave the beauty and
the natural resources of the frontier to the wildlife and to future generations, adds Roth,
*What price are we willing to pay for extracting the oil there? If the refuge Is lost now It
is lost forever and the nation as a whole will be shortchanged.*
I Contact: Mike Matz, Sierra Club Associate Alaska Representative. (202) 547-1141 ______
""
™ “
Democratic presidential candidates Bruce Babbitt Michael Dukakis. Albert Oore, Jesse
Jackson and Paul Simon joined forces at an environmental forum in New Hampshire to
criticize the Reagan Administration's handling of health and natural resources issues Tho
Nov. 1 forum was sponsored by Vote Environment, a coalition of New England groups
(Including the Monadnock and Upper Valley groups of the Sierra Club), and broadcast live
and via tape-delay on National Public Radio stations (see NNR. 15 Oct ),

Final text of accepted papers was due November 30, 1987. Information is available from:
Restoring the Earth Conference, 1713 C Martin Luther King Jr. Way, Berkeley, CA 94709. or
telephone (415) 843-2645.
Senate Environment Committee Wraps Up Strong Clean Air Package
The Senate Environment 8. Public Works Committee completed a significant phase in the
lengthy process strengthening the Clean Air Act. Passed by a 14-2 vote Oct. 21. the
legislative package—which has not yet been assigned a bill number—proposes effective
strategies for reducing acid rain, urban smog and the emission of airborne toxics from
industrial and automotive sources, as well as a plan for dealing with the ozone
nonattainment crisis facing many U.S. cities (see NNR, 13 March). It now faces what could
be an arduous path enroute to a Senate floor vote.

Republican candidates George Bush, Robert Dole, and Jack Kemp declined invitations to
participate, but Alexander Haig held an one-hour press conference prior to the event. Haig
hoped that the public would not conclude that *the environment is of concern simply to
the Democratic Party.*

8

